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1 Beyond Superlatives: *ABA and the CAG

(1) Change of State Verbs POS CMPR VERB
a. English: good  bett-er (to) bett-er
b. English: bad worse (to) wors-en
c. German : gut bess-er ver-bess-er-n  ‘good’
d. Russian: plox-0j xuz-e u-xud-s-at’ ‘bad’
e. Finnish: hyva pare-mpi para-ntaa ‘good’
f. Georgian: cud-i u-ar-es-i  a-u-ar-es-ebs  ‘bad’
g. (Late) Latin: bon-us mel-ior  mel-ior-o ‘good’

(2) The Comparative-Change of State Generalization (CAG, Bobaljik 2012, 6):
If the comparative degree of an adjective is suppletive, then the corresponding change-
of-state verb is also suppletive (i.e., with respect to the positive adjective).

(3) Containment
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1.1 Delimiting the range of the CAG
(4) bel-yj ‘white’ — bel-et’ ‘(to) whiten’ or ‘(to) be white’

(5) POSITIVE COMPARATIVE VERB
a. mal-yj men’-Se u-men’-s-at’  ‘to shrink’
b. mal-yj men’-Se u-mal-jat’ ‘to belittle’



(10)

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE VERB
a. xoros-ij lucé-se u-lué-s-at”  ‘to improve’
b. krasiv-yj xoros-et”  ‘to become prettier’
POSITIVE COMPARATIVE VERB
a. goed (A) bet-er ver-bet-er-en  ‘to improve’
b. goed (N) ver-goed-en  ‘to recompense’
Mutiplication - a special case?
POS CMPR VERB
a. German viel meh-r ver-viel-fach-en
b. Hungarian sok to6-bb sok-as-odik
c. Hungarian sok to-bb sok-szorosit
d. Finnish monet usea-mmat monin-kertaistaa
e. Russian mnogo bol’s-e u-mnoz-at’(-sja)
a. o0t =25 o0to-dik = 5th 0t-sz0roz = ‘quintuple’

b. sok = ‘many’

soka-dik = ‘many-th’

sok-szorosit = ‘multiply’

Slavic inchoatives (see esp. Vyshnevska, 2025)

a. OCS

b. Polish dobr-y

c. Polish mal-y

POS CMPR

velikii  bol-iji
vest-iji
lep-sz-y

mniej-sz-y

VERB

viz-velic-iti ‘embiggen’
u-lep-sz-y¢ ‘improve’ tr.
po-lep-sz-y¢ siec  ‘get better’
dobrz-ec¢ ‘get, better’
z-mniej-sz-y¢ sie  ‘get smaller’
mal-eé ‘get smaller’

1.2 AAB - (Bobaljik & Caha, 2026)

(11)

(12)

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE VERB HYPOTHETICAL

small

tall

small-er
tall-er

7?77
7?7

shrink, diminish, lessesn
grow

Czech adjectives with the stem marker &

gloss adjective comparative causative
clean Cist- -y Cist- o1 cist- it
tough  tuh- -y tuz- 1 tuz- i-t
sweet  slad-k-y slad- -s-1  slad- -t
tame  krot-k-y krot- -s-1  krot- i-t
bitter  trp-k-y trp-¢--1  trp-c-i-t
thin ten-k-y ten-c-o-1  ten-c-i-t




(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

Diminutive adjectives
a. slad-ouc-k-y
sweet-DIM-SM-AGR
‘very sweet’
b. ten-ouc-k-y
thin-DIM-SM-AGR
‘very thin’
Czech ABBs/AAAs: the causative patterns with the comparative

gloss adjective comparative causative

close bliz-k-y bliz- 51  bliz- i-t
smooth  hlad-k-y hlad- i hlad- i-t
short krat-k-y krat- -1 krat- i-t
low niz-k-y niz- i s-niz- i-t
Narrow uz-k-y uz- o uz- i-t
tame krot-k-y krot- 51 krot- i-t
sweet slad-k-y slad- -1 slad- -t

thin rid-k-y rid- s Ted- i-t
heavy tez-k-y tez- o tiz- -t
light leh-k-y leh-¢-s-1  leh-¢-i-t
bitter trp-k-y trp-¢-o-1  trp-c-i-t
soft mek-k-y mék-¢-s-1  meék-¢-i-t
thin ten-k-y ten-¢-5-1  ten-c-i-t
fragile  kreh-k-y kreh-¢-5-1  kieh-¢-i-t
wet vih-k-y vlh-¢-5-1  vlh-¢-i-t

Emma méla vzdycky krat-k-é vlasy, a  ted si je jesté z-krat -i-la
Emma had always short hair and now REFL it still short-CAUS-PAST
‘Emma has always had short hair, and now she made it even shorter’
Vyrobci se  podarilo z-ten-c-i-t uz tak ten-k-é komponenty.
producer REFL managed thin-SM-CAUS-INF already thin-SM-AGR components

Y

‘The producer managed to make the components, which were already thin, thinner.

Ukrainian triplets positive-comparative-inchoative (Vyshnevska 2025)



gloss positive comparative inchoative

merry vesel- -yj  vesel- -is-yj  vesel- -is-a-ty
young molod- -yj molod- -s-yj molod- -s-a-ty
short korot-k-yj  korot- -s5-yj  korot- -s-a-ty
thin ton-k-yj ton- -5-yj ton- -s-a-ty
light, easy leh-k-yj leh- -5-yj leh- -s-a-ty
weak slab-k-yj slab- -5-yj slab- -s-a-ty
clear cit-k-yj Cit-k-15-yj cit-k-i5-a-ty
fit strun-k-yj strun-k-is-yj strun-k-is-a-ty
bouncy pruh-k-yj  pruh-k-is-yj  pruh-k-is-a-ty
weak slab-k-yj  slab-k-is-yj  slab-k-is-a-ty

(18) Stem marker -9k shows an AAB pattern in Bulgarian

POS CMPR  CAUS (3.SG)

small mal-ok -mal-ok na-mal -i
short krat-ok -krat-ok so-krat  -i
smooth glad-ok -glad-ok iz-glad  -i
thin ton-ok -ton-ok iz-ton -1
sweet  slad-ok -slad-ok po-slad  -i
heavy  tez-ok -tez-ok na-tez -i
close  bliz-ok -bliz-ok na-bliz  -i
low nis-ok -nis-ok po-niz  -i
tame krot-ok -krot-ok u-krot -i

strong krep-ok -krep-ok pod-krep -i
thin (liquid) rjad-ok -rjad-ok raz-red -i

(19) a. Nikoga ne eksfolirate kozata okolo ocite,
never NEG exfoliate skin.DEF around eyes.DEF
b. tova Ste iz-ton-i i bez tova ton-k-a-ta koza
that will PREF-thin-CAUS even without that thin-SM-AGR-DEF skin
‘Never exfoliate the skin around your eyes, that will make the already thin skin
even thinner/*thin
(20) krat-ok — krat-i¢-ok
short-sM — short-DIM-SM
‘short ~ very short’

(21) Four classes of deadjectival verbs in Turkish (Tabak & Caha, 2025)



GLOSS POSITIVE COMPARATIVE INCHOATIVE CAUSATIVE

short  kisa kisa kisa-lI-(mak)  kisa-I-t-(mak)
small  kiigii-k kiigii-k  kiigii- -I-(mek) kiigii-I-t-(mek)
broken kir-ik kir-1k kir- -1l-(mak) kir  -(mak)
far uza-k uza-k uza- -(mak) uza -t-(mak)

(22) . kigi-k ~ kiigii-cti-k
small-sM small-DIM-SM
‘small” ~ ‘very small’

(23) Adjectives exhibiting the AAB pattern (Tabak & Caha 2025)

POS CMPR  INCHOATIVE
low algca-k daha alga-k alca -l
tiny mini-k daha mini-k mini -l
little ufa-k daha ufa-k ufa -1
small kiigii-k daha kiigii-k kiigii -1
broken/rotten boz-uk daha boz-uk boz -ul
soft yumusa-k daha yumusa-k yumusa
far uza-k daha uza-k uza
big biiyii-k daha biiyii-k biiyii
cold sogu-k daha sogu-k sogu
flexible esne-k daha esne-k esne
(24) Tazi kniga bese po- [interesn-a i  zabavn-a] od prediSna-ta

this piece was more interesting and entertaining from previous.DEF

‘This book was more interesting and entertaining than the previous one. (Bg.)
(25) Tato kniha byla [zajimav-¢js-i] a  [zdbavn-¢js-] nez ta predchozi

This book was interesting-CMPR and entertaining-CMPR than the previous

‘This book was more interesting and entertaining than the previous one. (Cz)
(26) Bulgarian

a. Toj e gore na stolba-ta

he is up.LocC on ladder-the

‘He is up on the ladder’

b. Katerise (po) na gore!
climb REFL CMPR to up

‘Climb (higher) up!’
(27)  Czech
a. Vylez (vic) na-horu
climb more on-up
‘Climb (higher) up!’
b. *Vylez na-hot-
climb on-top-CMPR



(28) The Root Suppletion Generalization (RSG)

Root suppletion is limited to synthetic (i.e., morphological) comparatives.

(29) Locality:
f may condition « in (a), not (b):

a. a ..]xo . Trigger and target in same m-word
b. * « ...]Xp ﬁ

Bobaljik, Jonathan (2012) Universals In Comparative Morphology. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Bobaljik, Jonathan David & Pavel Caha (2026) Exploring AAB patterns in degree morphology: A DM-
Nanosyntax comparison, ms. Harvard and Masaryk University.

Tabak, Omer & Pavel Caha (2025) Decomposing Deadjectival Verbs in Turkish, talk at Nanodays II, Brussels,
https://www.crissp.be/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/tabak_caha_v2_nano2.pdf.

Vyshnevska, Anastasiia (2025) Comparative morphology across categories. Ukrainian adjectives, adverbs, and
deadjectival verbs. dissertation, KU Leuven, Leuven.



