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1 Introduction

The issue: status and distribution of 1j [£], nj [n] in Itelmen

(1) labial coronal palatal  velar  uvular
stops, ejectives  p, p’ t, t k, k’ q,q
affricates ¢ ¢
fric., approx o, B S, Z j x(M), y(V) X
nasals m n n’ g
laterals L ¥ I
other r ?

Bononus (1976) “peripheral phonemes”

(2) plain palatal Headwords in  Ilonnuwiii cnosapy
1¢) 1670 136 12:1 Volodin, Ono et al. 2021
n() 2187 240 9:1

Georg & Volodin (1999: 19-20) suggest phonemes borrowed from Koryak.
(3) lage ‘girl’, yol'(l)a ‘youth’, ...
They do occur in non-borrowed morphemes: e.g., adjective suffix -lay ~ -Pay

4) ‘low’ izu-lay ‘small’ ul'u-lay
‘rough’ item-lay ‘short’ ikem-lay

New claim here: source = affective palatalizaton

Diacritic marking (floating feature) [paL] with diminutive-like meaning
Fossilized/lexicalized

Alternative: long-distance palatal harmony (cf. Koryak, Alutor)
Morphological, not phonological, process (in Itelmen)
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1.1 Exclusions: Russian loanwords, proper names

(5) plain palatal (unassim.) loans names
1¢) 1670 136 50 13 sol ‘salt’, kl'ep ‘bread’
n() 2187 240 31 4 nletu ‘not’, men’a?ikas ‘to change’

1.2 Local palatalization (assimilation)
(6) n—n'/_ {1

Morphological conditions: stem-internal, PL. DIM., but not before sG. diminutive -Cay
inflectional prefixes n-, xan-, man- do not alternate,
causative (2)n- inconsistent transcriptions

(7)  (n)on’¢ Pan’é-k  xe?n’¢ zun'l-  min'{ qsy-o?n’t
fish (N) up-(roc) NEG.FUTURE live (V) hare (N) dog-auc

« Of 205 (non-Russ/name) instances of n’ in Headwords, 165 (80%) are __ {1,¢}

« Of 35 instances of n/ __ {¢} in Headwords, only one is stem-internal: fanc¢-k ‘upwards’, probably
mistranscription. All others at morpheme junctures (prefixes, diminutive, reduplication).

+ Of 42 instances of n / __ {1} in Headwords, majority (n=27) are prefixes, a few more at morpheme
juncture. Remainder doubtful.

® l—n/_{#

1— 4/ _ {¢} (var, I rare:) ‘to see’ aicku-, variants: al’cku-, acki-
(9)  ‘'knife’ |/ dal- +INSTR -1 = dan’-1
(dial. Bat-) +8G -C = pail-¢
+PL-<7> = da<?>]

« Instances of 1 __ {1,¢} in Headwords, n=4: 1 compound, 2 diminutives, 1 Russian suffix

o Instances of ' __ {¢} in Headwords, n=6, of which 3 variants with 1

1.3 Alternation I - laX,-ljaX

(10) Adjectives in -lay ~ -lay; Headwords in ITonnuiii criosapw

-lay (n=116) -lay (n=7)
good ten-lay small ul’'u-Pay
warm om-lay short ikom-lay
hard kt-lay thin kéon'-Pay
rough item-lay narrow ‘qun’-Vay
stubborn  ki¢i-lay damp, moist el'we-l'ay
bitter omé-lay thin ol'we-lay
brave an’¢yu-lay small uckun’-Pay

beautiful c¢’inag-lay



Possibility 1: Affective/Expressive Palatalization (Alderete & Kochetov 2017)

Diminutives, sometimes lexicalized

replacement of designated phonemes with palatals
Cross-linguistically well attested
Diacritic (floating) feature of specific morphemes [+PAL]

Possibility 2: non-local palatal harmony (Koryak/Alutor: Kykosa (1980); Nagayama (2003))

onn ‘fish’

ala ‘summer’

-pil’ pIM —
-n'aqu AUG — al'a-n'aqu Nagayama (2003: 8)

an’'n’a-pil’

Alutor

(Various caveats - process is lexically restricted, and variable)

Proposal Historically < Affective Palatalization

Some morphemes are associated with a diacritic/floating [+PAL] with affective meaning
All Ln in such a word (stem) are palatalized
Appearance of non-local harmony, without “harmony” as a process

Need not have phonological trigger

Mostly in words/morphemes that are lexicalized diminutives/expressives in other languages

(11)
but not all (b)

Palatal in root does not entail -Fay (c)

a. ulu-lay

“qun’-Pay
kéon’-Pay

el'we-lay

b. ikem-lay

c. an'¢yu-lay
n'exiq'ef-lay

omc¢’-lay

(12)

‘small’

‘narrow’
‘thin’

‘damp, moist’

‘short’

‘cloudy’
‘weak’
‘bitter’

ul'u-q
ullu-se-kas
ol'o-se-kas
n-olo-as
qun’-qun’
qun’-se-kas
kéon’-se-kas
NB. ké¢on-lay
el'wa-moak
Alutor: iilla-

ikom-¢xen

(if ‘damp’ = ‘a small amount of wetness’)
cf. lexicalized diminutive ADJ: Russian man-envx-uil, English (Germanic) litt-le, etc.

Most (a) roots that take -Pay have a palatal segment in the root

ADV

‘to decrease’ (INTR)
(same)

‘to make smaller’ (TR)
NOUN

cyXaTbcs (INTR)
VERB

(var. ?)

type of coat

‘damp’, il'a?il’ ‘rain’

‘MBIIIIb KOPOTKOXBOCTAsT’

MYTHBI
Russian He- + xi-q'ef-lay
¢ = local palatalization trigger

All the roots that take -Pay mean ‘small’ along some dimension (Ono 2021: 42)



(13) u'l u

(14) 1 k o m [pa] + | a g
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(15 o9 n & npu + 1 a ¥y

2 Other occurrences of I

Diacritic (floating) [PAL]

Diacritic (floating) [pPAL], but no palatal in root

No Diacritic, Local assimilation only

‘girl’

(16) 1 1670
I 136 50 Russian loans
19 -lay Apj or derivative: PAL
13 Proper names
12 Diminutives
9  tin other sources
7  suffix -lat
other
(17) Diminutives a. lage-Cy
yola-¢y

‘youth/boy’

ek-uluska-¢y ‘girl’

b. atk’alla-¢y
Viluk’e-¢yx
¢olola-¢y
Pul’u-¢y

c. lago-¢y
Popa-¢x
PePe-¢y
kol'l'a-?n'¢

Also like c.
(18)
stofala-Cy < stoPal
la¢-Cay < la¢ ‘sun’
Balfa-¢y < Palfal ‘duck’

(19)

‘butterfly’

‘little fish head’

‘lark’ (bird)
‘nipple’
Ceye,
‘knuckle’
‘egg,
‘beads’

‘cedar grove’

Pane
xol'a
eke-Cy

loy

lop-lop

1Bi-1x

< K’ela- ‘roll’ ?

< Koryak
< Koryak
DIM-DIM

DIM ONLY
DIM ONLY
DIM ONLY
DIM ONLY

‘joint’

pyxal’la-¢y ‘hole-DIM’ < pyal-pyal ‘hole’ (Bonomuu 1976: 132)

Unlike Koryak, Alutor, pim in Itelmen normally does not trigger palatalization/harmony:

Alternating forms like l'opacy < loplop show that these roots do not inherently have

the [paL] diacritic. It can be added, with diminutivizing, affective function:

Vopacy = lop + PAL + DIM



(20) Others (n=13), including

a. Dpi [Pyi] ‘very’ [li] < Kor

b. Teiko¢ ‘mouse’ ? Kor. Paval'?a ‘squirrel’
tatlac ‘fur seal’ (MopckoIt KOTHK)
klime-lpon  ‘kidney’ cf. Kor: ksim(a)

c. sa?la decorated headwear
ikumpl'ike?n short boots Kor. qujmaplaku
kawal'o type of parka Kor. kayol'u
Peloy ‘sleeve’ Kor. lili
al'e-n summer footwear Kor: alle ‘summer’
Vepxe woven grass basket Kor: Papyen
¢nil'e?nay board for stretching footwear ¢ni- + lefenor; Kor: ilpen

d. leni{?an ‘every’ (Bcakmin)

(21) Verbs in -Fat- (* = Sedanka/Tigil [Koryak-adjacent])

skl'afliat-®  ‘run (around)’ sklafo- ‘run’
pagliolat -  ‘ask around’ paccrpammBate  paylo- ‘ask’
kansol'at-> ‘smoke’ (HakypuTH?) kansa- ‘smoke’
tiplat- ‘wander’ 6poauTh 1O peke ?< tiPi- ‘go on skis’
(an)sal’l'at-  ‘slide around?’ xaraTn —
sal'il’at- ‘slide around’ sali- ‘slide’ Ono
korwl’at-*  ‘talk, chat’ Goxrars korwotyat- (variant)

cf. qgorwluski ‘lullaby’
kuliilat->  ‘roll around’ kuli- ‘roll’ Ono
teprelat->  ‘drown’ tewre ‘sink’ Ono

« stem-internal I~ alternation Ono (2021: 172) suggests presence of [PAL] with this suffix

« Ono (via Google Translate): -Iat- = repetition and duration: ‘do something for a while’
but cf. English ‘to V around’ (+ affective sense?)

« appears to be borrowed from Alutor/Koryak: -I7at-~-I'7at-~-s?at- (Nagayama 2003)

(22) Alutor:
arpin-at-o-k  ‘rain’ arnin’-a-I?at-o-k ‘monro uprn moxap  (p.9)
wani-k ‘sew’ warnji-17at-a-k ‘sew often, long time’ (p.308)
korvi- ‘happy’  korvi-1?7at-a-k ‘be happy’ Becenurbcs  (p.34)
(23) Volodin 1976:214 identifies five verbs formed with a suffix -la (n=4) or -lat (n=1)
Itelmen oje-lat-kas  ‘tend a fire/stove’ < oje-kas < u?  ‘wood’
cf. Alutor: uji-lzat-o-k < uji-k <u(tt) ‘wood’

(Nagayama 2003: 303-4)

(24) Must be borrowed with diacritic/floating [PAL]: —[pay] 1 a t

.,
N -



Suggests it should have affective sense (as well as duration)
origin of (apparent) palatal harmony, but distinct from local palatalization

(25) Speculation: (as in German) verbal diminutive here has activity Aktionsart, gives sense of

duration/iterativity
(26) German verbal diminutives in -e(r)l-n (Weidhaas & Schmid 2015; Grestenberger & Kallull
2019)
koch-el-n < koch-en drang-el-n <  dridng-en
boil-DIM-INF  boil-INF urge-DIM-INF  urge-INF
‘to simmer’  ‘to cook, boil’  ‘to jostle’ ‘to urge’

(27) Die Suppe hat zwei Stunden lang /* in zwei Stunden ge-koch-el-t
the soup hastwo hours long intwo hours prcp-boil-DIM-PTCP

“The soup simmered for /* in two hours.” Grestenberger & Kallull (2019)

Aside

« Distinct from attenuative/diminutive -ala

(28) kzaby onan  luk tet'efa k’-ompxa-ala-n, ¢tob na Piaq muza-7n fotzu
2SG SJNC 35G.POsS bow string CcOND-cut-DIM-3.0BJ so.that 35G NEG.FUT 1PL-PL  shoot
xan-it-qzu-pu(?)m=nen
35G.IRR-AUX-ASP-10B]J-(PL)=CL
“You could cut his bowstring a bit, so that he can’t shoot us’ [TL (87)]

(29) onm-ala-t-kas ‘to stop for a bit at many places’ < onme-kas ‘to stop’
C’ete-la-t-kas ‘go party/feast’ < ¢’efe-kas ‘eat one’s fill” (or -ata andative?)

3 Other occurrences of n’

(30) n 2187
n’ 240 165 Local palatalization __ {1,¢}
31  Russian loans
17 < qun’- cf. qun’-Pay ‘narrow’ ADJ; [PAL]
4 Proper names
7 Diminutives
7 an'ts...

(31) an'ts... (one an'tz) ...
an’ts ‘bed’
an’ts-kas ‘to make up a bed’
Could this be: an’¢-(kas) or an’¢s-kas
NB. Itelmen does not distinguish s from [ (transcriptions inconsistent: c~ir)



(32) Remainder:

a. n'aacit® ‘alone’
din'n’atd ‘alone’ < $in'natt < “¢ne ‘he alone’
cf. kilBinet’t < “kilPin ‘you alone’
cf. tipinett < tifin ‘they alone’
din'Be ‘in secret’ =? ¢nefa < "Pne
b. qn'in - ‘one’ also gnin
k-ixen’tle-?in  ‘cursed’ < ixenti-kes
c. len’i{?an ‘every’ (Bcakuii) (also above)

4 Conclusions

« ikam-lay (palatal suffix allomorph, no trigger) — diacritic/floating [PAL]
« an’¢nu-lay (local palatal assimilation, no harmony) — no [PAL]
+ preponderance of diminutive/affective meanings with [PAL]
— Affective Palatalization (as source of apparent harmony)
— lexicalized/fossilized (cf. man-euk-uit, Mad-chen, etc.)
+ Borrowings < Koryak include floating [pAL]
« Even if /,n’ now treated as phonemes, origin best described via affective palatalization

+ No advantage to positing additional phonological harmony process

« Open question: how different is this from Alutor/Koryak?

(33) Palatal Harmony in Alutor (Nagayama 2003: 8-9)
onn ‘fish’ -pil’ DIm —  onnio-pil’
ala ‘summer’ -n'aqu Auc — al'a-n'aqu

Nagayama: “Difficult to determine when palatal harmony will apply.”

(34) Palatal Harmony - no trigger
lla ‘eye’ -p-o-k V-E-INr  —  Dolla-p-a-k ‘watch’
n- ... -qin STATIVE -mq ‘small’ —  n-a-mq-9-qin ‘small’
(35) Palatal Harmony - Lexical Variability
tigl ‘throw’”  -tkujv-o-k ITER-E-INF —  sigs-o-tkujv-a-k ‘throw around’
tom ‘kill’ -tkujv-o-k ITER-E-INF —  tam-a-tkujv-o-k (not: sam-)
(36) Palatal Harmony - Variation in outcome 1 — U ~ s
mily ‘fire’ mil'y-a-jusy-a-n ‘match’ ~  milly-a-jusy-o-n ‘match’
arnin’-a-l'?at-o-k ‘mosro uprm moxkmp' ~  arpin’-a-s?at-o-k ‘mepeskmarth moxKmb
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